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In 2005, the passage of “Takeshima Day” ordinance by Shimane
prefecture has propelled the territorial dispute over the
Takeshima/Dokdo islets to the fore of Japan's domestic discourse on
bilateral relations with South Korea. So far, Shimane Prefecture’s
Takeshima related activism has been largely ignored by scholarship
devoted to the dispute. Occasional references to the 2005 ordinance
suggest that it was driven by a combination of nationalism and fisheries
related interests. Based on extensive archival research in this talk I
examine the fifty years of Shimane Prefecture’s activities related to
Takeshima and offer a different interpretation of this activism. I argue
that in the early 1950s the prefectural authorities’ interest in the
uninhabited rocks was instigated by the collapse of the colonial economic
sub-zone that encompassed Shimane, Takeshima and Korea’s Ulleung
Island. From early 1960s, however, Shimane prefecture’s Takeshima
related activism was shaped and sustained by Tokyo’s contradictory
policy on Takeshima and the Northern Territories disputes. The talk
suggests that the 2005 Takeshima Day ordinance was a logical
continuation of previous policies and actions taken by the prefecture and
concludes by analyzing the domestic political processes that enabled the
passage of the ordinance despite Tokyo’s reluctance.
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