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In this lecture the relationships between Asia Pacific War, Japan and the gardens are explored with a
number of specific examples. Cases will be introduced from across the world including Japan. The main
focus will be what kind of memory of Asia Pacific War is evoked in each of these gardens. This will also
directly relate to the question of memory for whom. Memory itself is always partial. Another issue relating
to memory is forgetting, which is the other side of the same coin. First, we will examine what happened
during the World War II. One might think a period of war is not a time for creating new gardens, but this is
not so. Some are completely forgotten and others have become a place where identities are reinforced
through the memory of the gardens created during the war. After the war, many more gardens have been
and are still created as a way of remembering the war. When we encounter many of these gardens, it
becomes clear that the nature of the memory is very diverse. Some are commemorating victory against
Japan, a kind of ‘anti-Japanese’ gardens. Others are emphasising their own victimhood or a push for peace.
There are even cases where computer game and manga fans go to gardens with war memories as a
pilgrimage. The diversity doesn’t stop with why these gardens were created but also how these gardens
are experienced.
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