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|CC Lecture Series Co-Sponsored by International House of Japan

The Cultural Logic of Chinese
Reproductive Behavior

G. William Skinner

Professor, University of California, Davis
(Ushiba Fellow)

According to Dr. Skinner, the minimal acceptable offspring set in the Chinese family system was two boys and one girl,
and that Chinese parents were likely to strategize to achieve a final offspring set that includes that cultural
minimum. Dr. Skinner will give a talk about the Chinese cultural logic behind their reproductive behavior while
referring to the conflict between this logic and the one-child policy of the Chinese Government.

May 26 (Mon), 2008
18:30 ~ 20:00
Building 10, 3F, Room 301

Dr. Skinner is a specialist in Geographic Information System (GIS) assisted regional analysis
of agrarian societies, modeling socioeconomic development and demographic anthropology.
His research area includes China, Southeast Asia, and Japan. His publication includes “The
City in Late Imperial China”, “Marketing and Social Structure in Rural China”, “Chinese
Society in Thailand: an Analytical History”, “Migration and Ethnicity in Chinese History:
Hakkas, Pengmin, and Their Neighbors™. He is currently leading an interdisciplinary research
group conducting spatial analysis of regional systems in contemporary China as well as early
modern Japan and France at UC Davis. He was elected to the National Academy of Science in
1980.

Lecture in English only. (Japanese translation of the abstract will be available at the venue)
Contact: Sophia University Institute of Comparative Culture office (03-3238-4082 or diricc@sophia.ac.jp)
Office hours: 10:00 — 17:00, Monday to Friday
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